PUBLIC MEDIA American RadioWorks-

REMEMBERING JIM CROW

A documentary by American RadioWorks
Introduction

Deborah Amos: From Minnesota Public Radio and NBW®Rs) this an American RadioWorks
special report, "Remembering Jim Crow".

Music: slow guitar blues

Amos: This is Deborah Amos. For much of the 20tht@g, African Americans in the South
were barred from the voting booth, sent to the leddke bus, and walled off from many of the
rights they deserved as American citizens. Segmgatas legal and the system was called Jim
Crow.

Man's voice: Well my grandmother always told mey y@ave a certain place and stay in it.

Woman's Voice: My grandfather was just as afraid wfhite man as he was a rattlesnake.

Man's Voice: At that time, you did something thatiyshouldn't do and you were black, they
would hang you.

Woman's Voice: And when they got ready to lynch,iney'd have a picnic.

Amos: In the coming hour, "Remembering Jim Crowspa&cial report from American
RadioWorks, the documentary project of MinnesothlieiRadio and NPR News. First, the
news.

Part One

Amos: This is a special report from American Radaké, "Remembering Jim Crow". I'm
Deborah Amos.

Slow Guitar Blues
Amos: It lasted about 80 years. It seized everiestathe American South. People died because
of it, went hungry because of it, lived in fear antery because of it. They called it Jim Crow.

White authorities in the South imposed a systefaws$ and social customs designed to deny
African Americans their dignity and their rights @szens.
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Southern, male voice#1: Alabama: All passengeiastatin this state operated by any motor
transportation company shall have separate wabioms or space and separate ticket windows
for the white and colored races.

Southern, male voice #2: North Carolina: Schootlieaks shall not be interchangeable between
the white and colored schools, but shall contiruled used by the race first using them.

V1: Mississippi: The marriage of a white personhnatNegro or mulatto or person who shall
have one-eighth or more of Negro blood, shall Hawful and void.

Music: Jump Jim Crow

Litwack: I'm Leon Litwack, I'm a professor of hisgoat the University of California at Berkeley.

The term Jim Crow first appeared in minstrelsyhia early 19th century. Thomas "Daddy" Rice

who was a white minstrel popularized the term. Iskanany he used burnt cork to blacken his

face. He dressed himself in the garment of a beggagrinned, of course, broadly. And then he
imitated the dancing and singing and demeanor génexscribed to Negro character.

Music: | went down to de river, | didn't mean taystbut there | see so many gals, | couldn't get
away. Chorus: Wheel about, an' turn about, an'sdsoj eb'ry time | wheel about, | jump Jim
Crow.

Litwack: And calling it "Jump Jim Crow," he basdtktsong on a routine he's seen performed in
1828 by an elderly and crippled Louisville stablemho belonged to a Mr. Crow. The public,
North and South, responded with considerable erdbumsto Rice's caricature of black life. And
Jim Crow had entered the American vocabulary.

Music: De way dey bake de hoe cake, Virginny nebiberdey put de doe upon de foot, an’
stick 'em in de fire. Chorus: Wheel about, an' talsout, an' do jis so; eb'ry time | wheel about, |
jump Jim Crow.

Amos: Jim Crow ruled the South well into the 19%808d 60s. Four generations of African
Americas endured segregation and race relatiores/tack deeply marked by the experience.
Correspondent Stephen Smith sifted through hundrbdscorded interviews with the last
generation of black women and men who exp erieraradi ye member Jim Crow.

Stephen Smith: In the early 1990s, dozens of gtadstadents at Duke University in North
Carolina and other schools fanned out across tihsoith tape recorders, microphones and
curiosity . Their mission: to capture and preseteees of 20th century segregation before the
black men and women who survived Jim Crow passe&y aw
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Woman's voice: What is your name, sir?

Gratton: OK, my name is Charles Gratton. | was Boiy the 16th 1932, Birmingham Alabama.
(voice fades under)

Smith: The students interviewed more than a thalipaople, and produced an extraordinary
record of what African Americans endured under Gmow and how they fought back.

Grafton: | can remember my mother would have tle@asion to send me to this grocery store |
told you about that was approximately a mile awshe would give me instructions before I'd
leave home and tell me, say, "Son, if you passwdmye people on your way, you get off the
sidewalk. Give them the sidewalk. You know, you mover. Don't challenge white people.”

Pointer: If you went to town during the week Mondayough Friday the sheriff would say,
"What are you doin' up here?" You better get oufoafn. But on Saturday you could stay all
day. That was the day they set for the Blacks.

Voice: Why?

Pointer: | don't know. You could just stay up thalteday long. Through the week you weren't
allowed up there.

Robinson: Because they got paid on Fridays, theyee to town on Saturdays and spend the
money. That was their attitude. So, black peop@jld see, this was like a picnic to them. They
would see their friends, their relatives. They'kenacquaintances and what not. That's the
reason Saturday was the day they would call Blaagkppe's day.

Welch: You couldn't go to eat in a restauranthiyt served you at all you went around to a
window at the back of the place, right at the laétthYou see?

Pointer: My grandfather, he was just afraid of ateviman as he was a rattlesnake. Because he'd
been beaten and knocked about so much, no mategnwh say or do let them have their way,
don't you say nothing back to them. No matter vhey did.

Randolph: Well my grandmother always told me, "Yawe a certain place, and stay in it." That
was automatic, you didn't have to think about @u¥new it and you were taught it.

Music: Slow guitar
Litwack: Jim Crow emerges in the 1890s in respdngeerceptions, not altogether incorrect,
perceptions of a new generation of black southsrrmrn in freedom, undisciplined by slavery,

unschooled in the old racial etiquette, and in oese to fears that this generation could not be
expected to stay in its place without some kintegél coercion.
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Sullins: It meant the ugly signs that you saw, gaw them at the railroad stations, saw them at
bus stations, saw them traveling that said "Negro¢ke rear" and it meant that room that was
for white was always bigger, always had more saatswas always better kept. So that was the
crux of Jim Crowism. To prevent a group of citizérmsn being a part of what they rightfully
should have been a part of.

Gilmore: My name is Glenda Elizabeth Gilmore, I'mrafessor of history at Yale University.
Jim Crow was a word that white and black southerosed for an elaborate system of white
supremacy, a system that was established bothdintegislation and the courts, and through
custom. It could mean anything from being unabledi®, to being segregated, to being lynched.
It was part and parcel of a system of white supogm&ort of like we use the word apartheid as
a codeword to describe a certain kind of white sugacy .

Young: White men and women were addressed as MiMai. You didn't address blacks that
way. And dont make a mistake talking to a whitespa about a black person and call him Mr. |
was talking about some black woman who was supareisthe schools for black folks and |
kept saying Miss So-and-So. Finally the white worsespped me and said, "Young, that woman
you're talking about, is she black or white?" Idssie's black. "Well, don't Miss herto me then.
Just call her by her first name. Don't ever Middagk person to me." | said no ma'am.

Gilmore: Jim Crow was a political movement thatdregith state constitutions. For example in
Mississippi, writing in laws that took the right vote effectively took the right to vote away
from black people. Basically it's about power: wias it, who keeps it, who vies for it.

Litwack: In other words, a way had to be found isedfranchise blacks without risking any
federal intervention or any legal challenges. Whitmached a sort of consensus, that is since
blacks were deemed to be ignorant and illiterdtey twere unfit to vote. So most states then
imposed property and or literacy qualifications ¥oting. And then they went ahead and
provided loopholes through which only white menldsgueeze.

Sullings: They'd ask college professors with Phiowtite certain parts of the Constitution, to
prove that they could read and write. Long passaged they would say, didn't put aperiod,

didn't write straight on the line. Anything likeath And of course our registrars could hardly
read or write themselves.

Music: blues guitar

Lucas: Maurice Lucas, Mayor of the town of Renova3ddissippi, located about 90 miles south
of Memphis. There wasnt any opportunity unlesstamght school or was a preacher. That was
it. Only the domestic folks that had decent jobthwie white folks where took care of the
washing and ironing for the white folks were thdyoones who had a decent place to stay unless
you owned your own land or something. That waghe only people you saw with shirt and tie
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on through the week was a school teacher or alpeeatnd if them white folks caught you with
a shirt and tie on they wanted to know what théyrel was doing.

Music: Sharecropping Blues Well | work all the weekhe blazing sun, Lord | work all the
week in the blazing sun. Lord | work all the weakthe blazing sun.

Conrad: I'm Glen Conrad, I'm director for the Ceriibe Louisiana studies at the University of
Louisiana at Lafayette. What happened after thewear is the plantation system survived with
the planter providing housing, foods and things tikis. | would best describe African
Americans during the Jim Crow era as being competalserfs.

Lucas: When my granddaddy was sharecropping, itaxstem designed to keep you owing
them. You never got free.

Robinson: For instance here's a man with 10 cmldreDecember he's told, and this goes for all
of the plantations, he's told to come to the bigdsoand have a settlement. Okay the settlement
would go like this. "Well, John, you made 25 balésotton. And now you know that the old
mule died, had to have another mule, got to payhat. Now John, your daughter took sick and
you called me and told me you had to take her ¢éadtdctor and | had to call the doctor up. You

know it costs some money for that so I'll take thiatt Now John, you're almost out of debt, but
you're not out of debt yet."

Chatman: My name is Thomas Christopher Columbugr@draSenior. | was born in Coffee
County, Georgia. When we had gathered our crodd ,alidhe money crops like tobacco,
peanuts, and cotton, my father told me that Sayyrt¥eell boy, let's go and settle up." So we
went up to Mr. Thomas' house to the back yard aalud he came out on the back porch. | had
kept a record myself of everything we had got fitbiet man that year and | know we didn't owe
him any money. So he came out on the porch antlhnieed thumbing through his book, and
finally he looked up at my father and said: "Jophow don't have any money coming but you
cleared your corn." Well, when he said that | reactor my book, my daddy stepped on my foot
because he knowed them crackers would kill yowi'gt dispute their word, you know. The first
thing went through my mind was, how could this rtelke all our money and my father had six
other children down there, raggedy, no money, winigs coming and he's going to take it all.

Music: | ain't treated no better, Lord, than a maimgoat, boss takes my crop and a poll tax
takes my vote

Smith: We heard from Charles Gratton, Anne PoirEetilia Robinson, John Welch, Della
Sullins, Kenneth Young, Maurice Lucas, and Thomhaat@an. For American RadioWorks, I'm
Stephen Smith.
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Amos: Coming up, the terror of lynching, and howiédn Americans fought Jim Crow.

Woman's voice: And when they got ready to lynch,iimey would have a picnic and hundreds

of people would come. The wives would bring a padmasket and bring her little children and
they would have the lynching.

Man's voice: We got wind that the whites were gdagmgome and get him, so the bird got
around, if you've got guns, come on down we'll jugte to have a showdown.

Amos: I'm Deborah Amos. You're listening to "Remenntog Jim Crow," a special report from
American RadioWorks, the documentary project of Mesota Public Radio and NPR News.
Music: "Sharecropping Blues": Lord, I'm leaving b@ause | just can't stay I'm goin' where | can
get more decent pay.

Amos: Our program continues in just a moment, ffdAR, National Public Radio.

Part Two

Amos: This is a special report from American Radwk¢, Remembering Jim Crow. I'm
Deborah Amos.

V1: Louisiana: All circuses, shows, and tent exilnis, to which the attendance of more than
one race is invited shall provide not less than tialeet offices and not less than two entrances.

V2: Mississippi: The prison warden shall see that white convicts shall have separate
apartments for both eating and sleeping from thgrdleonvict.

V1: North Carolina: The state librarian is directedit up and maintain a separate place for the

use of the colored people who may come to theriibiar the purpose of reading books or
periodicals.

Amos: In addition to repressive laws, Jim Crow dwatteéd southern custom and culture.
Breaking those unwritten rules could be fatal fiacks. So African Americans invented ways to
endure and resist Jim Crow. Here's correspondeph8n Smith.

Smith: There were a lot of rules to follow. Blacksiting a white home were expected to use the
back door. If a white employer was driving his klawaid home, she had to sit in the back seat.
Blacks were never supposed to contradict white edmd perhaps the most serious rule of all:
under no circumstances could a black man showestén a white woman.
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Robinson: Some white man might feel that | doké# the way that Negro looks at my wife or
that white woman. And string him up to a tree. Awiten they would get ready to lynch him,
they'd have a picnic. They'd have told the peapée gonna have a lynching. And hundreds of
people would come. The wives would bring a picrasket, and bring her little children, and
they would have the lynching.

Smith: That was Amelia Robinson of Tuskegee, Alad.aviihen whites committed crimes
against blacks, it was common for the police amdddurts to treat the matter lightly, if at all.
Blacks on the other hand, were constantly watctied often mistreated, by the law. Price Davis
remembers the harassment blacks faced just drigitlge beach through Pageland South
Carolina.

Davis: And you had this big belly sheriff goinggib on that square, the little square. And if you
came through there and you were black, you wemegga be stopped. And once you got
stopped you were going to have to pay out thatdllard, which was a lot of money. You going
to pay something. We would watch three or foura=att of blacks go through. We'd give them
about five minutes or ten minutes to get into Pagel And we know that sheriff has them. And
that was what we called running the gauntlet. W running the gauntlet. We would go
through driving ten miles an hour, fifteen mileshaur. But the minute you got out of his sight
you'd better hit it down, because as soon as hddvwalke care of those three blacks, you were
going to be next.

Smith: The rules of Jim Crow could be fickle. Sotimees the color line was strictly enforced,
sometimes it wasn't. For example, it was not uncomfar white men to have sex with black
women. While some of these relationships were amsd, many were not. Historian Raymond
Gavins is a director of the oral history projecDatke University, the source for many of the
recordings in this program.

Gavins: In some of the stories, there are refeeb@@omen who were involved in domestic
work and who were exploited or, in fact in othestemces, women who were being kept in the
black community by white men.

Pointer: If he had a big house, he had a smalldodisd this house for his black mistress. And
one man he had another young girl wasn't but 18yad. And she came there to wash dishes
for his wife. When his wife knew anything she'sgmant, and she's having babies one after the
other. And she stayed there and took it. Now, Ilihotitaken that. Just like Pinkert. His mother
had 10 children. Did he tell you about it?

Pinkert: Okay, my name is Otis Pinkert. Sure, | hadghite father. He was very nice to us, too.
All of us.

Woman's voice: Ten children in your family.
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Pinkert: Ten children
Woman: Your mother and your father weren't married.

Pinkert: No, he was married to, you know, to hifewT hey lived on the next road across
the...His sons, his oldest son's used to bring foady house, bags and whatnot just loaded.
That was our food for years.

Woman: Was that unusual that there were such gelations?
Pinkert: Yes. That's unusual, very unusual.

Smith: Some blacks who had white parentage weligistoskinned they could pass themselves
off as white people, when necessary. Maurice Lucas.

Lucas: During the depression Daddy Will and Mamaghd most of the groceries for the people
in this community. They could pass for white anahglpa and granddaddy and grandmamma
used to go to Cleveland and buy all the grocewesdiks in this town. But | know they used to
go to town and buy wagonloads of food for peoplghia community.

Music: Guitar

Smith: African Americans in the South devised ctes® ways to shield themselves and their
families from the predatory and humiliating custoohgim Crow. Wilhelmina Baldwin of
Tuskegee remembers how her father tried to pratedamily by keeping the children away
from segregated places.

Baldwin: Well, there were just certain things thag did not do. For instance going to, wherever
we went out of town, they took us. We never hadga®o the bus station for anything. Until | got

to be 10 years old, they didn't take me to buy shdbaey bought my shoes. And if they didn't fit,
they'd take them back and get another size. Thaghitdhe clothes for all of us like that. So we,

we didn't get into the stores to have to deal whihclerks and whatnot.

Smith: Rather than sequestering their children fdom Crow, some families taught survival
lessons early.

Newsome: Cemore Morton Newsome. | guess that'siteehing my father did say, he always
used to say, "You have to be very careful wheregmwvhat you do, because anytime
something goes wrong, and if you're there whetloerrg guilty or not, your guilty by
association."

Smith: Blacks needed a way to shield themselvesiueh as possible, from the capricious
hostility of Jim Crow. They created something gfaaallel country within America, what the
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scholar W.E.B. DuBois called living "behind the Kdiiom whites. Historians Leon Litwack and
Darlene Clark Hine:

Litwack: What blacks did essentially was to drawand, to construct in their own communities
a separate world.

Hine: The institutions that sustained them werectheches, were the schools, were the social
clubs, were the fraternal organizations, the sbesriAnd their culture, their music, whether the
blues, spirituals, storytelling, humor, or what éaou.

Litwack: Within very rigidly prescribed boundaridsey improvised strategies for dealing with
whites. Most tried to enjoy the personal and faredp eriences that life had to offer.

Hine: All of this was done very often without whgeutherners being aware of it.

Smith: One strategy blacks used was to concealtéai thoughts and feelings from whites. It
was a tactic passed down from slavery times whatkldlaves veiled their ideas and actions to
avoid getting in trouble with the slave owner. GgarSutton of Newbern North Carolina:

Sutton: My mother told me nobody ever knows whasgdhrough your head. She used to say,
that lady I work for is foolish enough to believet | really like her. She said I'm not thinking
about her one way or the other. Just pay me wieabates me. And | learned, too, that | could
smile on the outside.

Smith: On the other hand, Olivia Cherry of Ches&pg¥irginia frowned when white employers
couldn't be bothered to remember her name. It wasmon for whites to call black people
generic names like Uncle or Auntie or Jim or Susie.

Cherry: And she would call me, | would be upstalemning the bathroom, and she said, "Susie.”
They loved to call me Susie. "Susie." So | didn%waer. | was a spunky kid then. | was like
thirteen or fourteen, and | didn't answer. Finadlige come to the steps and said, "Olivia, you
hear me calling you?" | said, "Now | hear you. Nypou said, 'Olivia." That's my name." Then
there was this white man and his girlfriend. They l raspberry farm. Here goes my name
again. The man said, "Hey, Susie. Susie. You misseatke on your row." | knew he was calling
me, because this was my row, but | just kept orkimgr He said, "Susie, don't you hear me
talking to you?" | said, "I told you before, my nams Olivia. Olivia. Can you say that?"

Music
Smith: Starting in the 1890s, hundreds of thousarfidsrican Americans began to resist Jim

Crow by getting out of the South altogether. It walled the great migration. Most moved north
after World War One when the south was particularbfent. Price Davis of Charlotte North
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Carolina headed north to opportunity as soon dsiséed high school, even though his parents
wanted him to go to a local black school calledt&ruainiversity.

Davis: | did not want, and I've got to repeat thigdid not want to be the most educated elevator
operator down here in the south. Used to have éoabp them by hand and all the boys that |
knew that had graduated from out here at Smitly, tirere either operating an elevator or
whatnot. | knew that | was going to leave and gblesv York and | said I'll go to New York and
get me a job in the union and I'll make me someeyon

Music: New York jazzy music

Davis: And everything changed. The whole atmosptieaaged. | got there at Washington,
D.C., changed buses and a black woman come uphanitblsl me she said this is good now son.
You can sit wherever you want to sit on the bsgsid "I can?" She said, "Yeah." She said. "You
get you a seat.” | did not move to the front bdidl not sit inthe back. | moved middle ways.
When | got to New York, got a cab and went to Harlelooked around. | saw a black
policeman directing traffic. | said, "Oh, my Godj4 is the Promised Land!"

M usic: blues sound

Smith: Many blacks who moved North found sometisingrt of the promised land. In New
York and many other cities, blacks were still urne@he in some clubs, restaurants and
neighborhoods. Jim Crow in the north wasn't law ,itowas still custom.

Jazzy music ends, guitar music begins

Smith: Blacks who stayed in the south grew increglyi restless with Jim Crow, and
increasingly ready to speak out. Lillian Smith oiltington North Carolina worked as a
domestic for a white family.

Smith: The little boy, he had heard somebody sggemni He was about six years old. And so
when | was baby-sitting with him one night, he saibu're a nigger, aren't you?" | said, "l beg
your pardon? What did you say, child?" He saidgditl you're a nigger, aren't you?" So | sat him
down and | said, "Listen, let me tell you somethlhgsaid, "now I'm sure you heard this from
an adult. Did you not?" He said, "Yes. | heard naygmts say it and | heard others say it." | said,
"Well, I want to tell you something. The word "negfjreally refers to an act. Anybody can be a
nigger if they commit a niggardly act. My name iian, and there's nowhere on my birth
certificate that say I'm a nigger. It does sayd'Megro, but that's a white man's term. That's not
a term my family invented. And it wasn't one Godented." And they apologized and so |
stopped working for them. | told them, | said, "Tdtenosphere has been tainted,” and | said, "I
don't no longer want to work for you anymore. "
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Music...up-tempo jazz

Smith: After World War One, blacks across the coumgpt bolder about demanding the rights of
dignity and citizenship. But it was still potenlyalethal to do so in the South. For example,
Southern whites used lynching and mob violencéntd down voter registration campaigns.
Then came World War Two. More than a million blasksved, and they came home hungry for
justice. Historian Darlene Clark Hine.

Hine: World War Two looms as perhaps the most ingrdrmoment in the 20th century in the
whole struggle bringing down Jim Crow. If they abdlie for freedom abroad, they could die for
freedom at home. And when they came home hundfedf®osands of black men and women
were determined that Jim Crow's days were numbered.

Robinson: Their hope was in Franklin Delano Rooket#e came in with a program helping
those who were farthest down the ladder. And thae d\frican Americans hope. That gave
them the opportunity to realize that things cambter. This is a chance for us to thrust forward.
And that is why we decided, after the war was otheat we will fight for civil rights and for the
right to vote.

Smith: Amelia Robinson. In Columbia, Tennesseefitig began just a few months after the
World War Two had ended. It was 1946, a mild Fetyr@kay in the heart Jim Crow country.

Sounds of Columbia's main square

Smith: A 37-year-old black woman named Gladys Seegbn stopped at an appliance store here
on Columbia's main square to pick up her radioctviawas being fixed. Her 19-year-old son
James was with her. He was just back from serminyorld War Two. Gladys and the appliance
store clerk got into an argument about the coshefepairs. James intervened.

Stephenson: He said, "What you stop back heredpr to get your teeth knocked out?" | said,
"Yeah, if that's what it takes," so | kept walkergd when | got to the door he hit me in the back
of the head and | turned around and grabbed hiracked outside the door and hit him three
times: bam! bam! bam! Turn him loose, he fell tlglothe window.

Smith: It was bad luck for the clerk that JamegpBe:mson was a Navy boxing champ. It was bad
luck for the Stephensons that the clerk was thehlermf a local cop. Whites started gathering in
the square at the news that a black man had baatéite man.

Kimes: At that time, you did something that you slda't do if you were black they'd hang you.

Smith: Edward Kimes was in the middle of events tay .
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Kimes: We got wind that the whites were going tmecand get him. So the bird got around, if
you got guns come down, we'll just have to havieavslown. Got tired of being kicked around.

Smith: More than a hundred men gathered in théigact of town, which whites like Bernard
Stofel called Mink Slide.

Stofel: | was a policeman back in '46. They goshooting down at the Slide, on east 8th Street.
And they shot out all the streetlights, it done datk then. And we said well we better go down
there and talk to them boys. They were shootirfg g that sidewalk. And they got all four of
us.

Smith: The police officers were shot but they etlavered. James Stephenson slipped away to a
northbound train. Tennessee state patrolmen statineebllack neighborhood the next morning,
arresting people and destroying black businesgss n€ws made national headlines, black
veterans in the south were fighting back againmatQiow.

Music: Can't you hear that train whistle blow? €siau hear that train whistle blow? Can't you
hear that train whistle blow? Lord | wish that trarasn't Jim Crow.

Smith: One returning black serviceman met Jim Capwhe train station. Navy vet Otis Pinkert
earned three promotions in the war, but on the nide home he was forced to sit in the Jim

Crow car. He was furious. When he got to TuskeQes, Pinkert turned that anger into action.
By himself, he started a protest at a local stbat $old primarily to black people, but wouldn't

employ any.

Pinkert: | walked the picket line by myself. | didor about two weeks. And closed it up. Closed
Big Bear up. That was the name of the businessBBay. So two guys from Montgomery came
up, said, "Mr. Pinkert, what can we do to stop giisation?" | said, "All | want is one black man
in that business. That's all | want." They saideWbokay Mr. Pinkert, we'll go to Montgomery
and talk to the boss and we'll be back tomorrovgditl, "Okay." So when they came back |
thought to myself, shoot, | dont want no assistaahager, | said, | want a manager. So when
they came back they said, "Okay Mr. Pinkert wesagly, you find us one we'll hire him." | said,
"No I'm not ready. | want a black manager." They,s#/hat?" Said, "We got to go to
Montgomery again and talk with the boss." So theptto Montgomery again and when they
came back they said, 'Find us one and we'll hire'hi

Smith: One victory by one man in one town.
Music: slow guitar

Smith: Year by year, African Americans took on sggtion. They fought Jim Crow laws in the
state and federal courts, they resisted in pubéaters and on buses, and by the 1960s they took
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their protest to the streets. The civil rights mmoeat was at full strength and Jim Crow was
collapsing. The Voting Rights Act and Civil Righdst of the mid-1960s marked the end of the
era. It had taken 80 years to bring Jim Crow ddwor. American RadioWorks, I'm Stephen
Smith.

Amos: You're listening to "Remembering Jim Crow$peecial report from American
RadioWorks, the documentary project of MinnesothlietiRadio and NPR News. I'm Deborah
Amos. Coming up: how whites in one Louisiana towmember segregation.

Man's Voice: You wouldn't have dreamed of shakiagds, my father or me would not have
dreamed of shaking hands with a black person.

Woman's Voice: | think they were happier than thetespeople. Because nothing worried them.
Amos: "Remembering Jim Crow" is made possible irt pdth a grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities. M ajor funding for Amgan RadioWorks comes from the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting. To learn maeut the Jim Crow era and see photographs
from the period, visit our website at American Ratforks-dot-org. You'll also find information
on ordering a tape copy of this program. That'sherweb at American RadioWorks-dot org.
Music ends

Amos: This is NPR, National Public Radio.

Part Three

Music: Louisiana blues...

Amos: This is "Remembering Jim Crow", a speciabmefrom American RadioWorks. I'm
Deborah Amos. By the early 20th century, everyestathe South had laws in place to segregate

and restrict the lives of blacks.

V1: Alabama: It shall be unlawful for a Negro antite person to play together or in company
with each other at any game of pool or billiards.

V2: Georgia: No colored barber shall serve as hdyao white women or girls.
V1: Florida: the schools for white children and gahools for

Voices overlap in reading laws ending with "Aredisr forever prohibited"
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Amos: In the bayous of south Louisiana, Jim Crove wabted in sugar cane fields and rice
farms. A plantation aristocracy ruled there uriié 1960s. Blacks in the region recall harsh
times. As for the whites, Anthropologist Kate Effisent ayear in Iberia Parish and found that
they remember the Jim Crow past in a very differeay .

Ellis: Most of the older whites | spoke to remempbeswing up in a culture where there was

simply no question, blacks were inferior and trdaig such. Others remember segregation as a
more benign arrangement.

Laveux: All the black people who lived in a smaiWn like this, they knew everybody knew
everybody else. Except we didn't know the coloreddes that well but | think they all knew the
white people .

Ellis: Really?

Laveux: And looked up tothe white people I'll yetiu.

Ellis: They did.

Laveux: Because they knew that's where their bnesglbuttered. You know the white people
helped them. Gave them work and everything.

Ellis: This tape is with Mary Laveaux. She askednoeuse her real name. Mary's lived her
entire 91 years in Iberia Parish and belongs toobdnke old plantation families. She doesn't
remember blacks resenting the rules of Jim Crow.ekample, she says blacks chose to sit in
the back of the bus.

Laveux: It was just part of their, they understoba it looks like. | don't think that the white
people were cruel to them and made them do that.

Ellis : Yeah.

Laveux: But they felt that was part of them.

Ellis: So it wasn't something that white peopleevaoing to...
Laveux: The white people | think were good to them.

Ellis: Mary was raised by a black nanny and surdaahby black tenants on her family's
plantation. She says the black people who worketiéo family were poor, but happy.
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Laveux: They had a little church back there ang tweuld sing the most beautiful gospel music,
sing you know. They had beautiful voices, somenheht they'd sing and sometimes we'd go
there at night and park about a block away judisten, they just had that rhythm.

Ellis: So it was kind of joyous, the music.

Laveux: Oh yes. Oh they would play the music anttdaAnd their way of life, | think they
were happier than the white people. Because nothanged them, you know? Some white
people, they were worried of sometimes about logeg land or trying to make things go, you
know, they were the leaders. But the black peapdghing bothered them.

Sounds of the bayou

Ellis: New Iberia lies deep in south Louisiana'gdacountry, where the night is filled with
sounds from the swamps. It's a small town, justh@bisand people. About a third of them are
black. This part of the state is called the sugavipbecause sugar cane is the primary crop. On
the main street, you can still find some of theshetlum homes that belonged to the plantation
gentry, complete with white columns and toweringsa&ome of the homes belong to the great
grandchildren of the plantation owners.

Barrow: Well, my name is Barrow. Leonard Barrow idunAnd my connection with New Iberia
is | was born here in 1917 on East Main Streatds$ very segregated without a doubt. From the
time | grew up, you had white folks and black folked basically the black folks worked for the
white folks. They sort of lived in their part oftao and we lived in our part of town and...

Ellis: And why was it that way?

Barrow: It's...l guess if you didn't grow up hersvibuld be difficult to understand, it was two
separate worlds. You know, you just didnt becorae pf their world, you didn't go into their
houses, they worked in your house, but it wastjustvay it was, it had always been that way.
Leonard Barrow is a retired fighter pilot who reted to New Iberia after a long military career.
He comes from a planter family that always hadecloentact with blacks, first as slave owners,
then as employers, always as superiors.

Barrow: God, there was a fellow who worked for nayhier for a number of years in the rice field
and we ran into each other one day and boy he aathéhrew his arms around me you know it
uh...now this is another funny thing, you wouldn'vé&areamed of shaking hands back in those
days.

Ellis: The black man you ran into or your father?

Barrow: My father or me would not have dreamedhafkéng hands with a black person.
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Ellis: Some whites that | talked to say blacks wereer treated poorly during Jim Crow, they
were always treated well, they had their placev@adhad ours but they were always treated well.
I'm wondering how you see that? If you would agree?

LB: Well, being treated well has a pretty broadcspen of uh...The blacks definitely lived at a
much lower standard. Much lower. Many of the houdida't have running water, many of the
houses didn't have electricity, heat was rudimgntarcourse nobody had air conditioning.

Ellis: Do you remember any whites openly questignire way things were?

Barrow: Certainly not! Heavens no! Why? Why wouléyt have questioned it? | mean, this is
they way it was. You grew up, you know it's kintk& ) I'm a Catholic because my parents were
Catholics. Never questioned why. That's the wayak.

Ellis: What about blacks? Do you remember blacker e...
Barrow: raising the question?

Ellis: Yes.

Barrow: No. No, they knew their place.

Ellis: We are in the New lberia public library awe are looking at a 1940 city directory um
from New lberia, so it goes by street and it listery resident as well as every business. And by
every resident who is colored, or black, and als@\ery black owned business there is a little
'c’ denoting their race, colored. And not surpglinwhen you look at the people who's name
has a little 'c' in front of them, many of them araids or laborers, a few teachers a cook, a
seamstress, a brick mason, again cook, cook, pastor

Music: Simple guitar blues

Ellis: Whites sometimes had close relationship & wiacks who worked for their families.
Henry Dauterive is also from the planter aristogras a boy, Henry says he learned one of his
sharpest lessons about the color line in his famkKitchen.

Dauterive: We had a handyman, chauffeur, aide-depcavhatever, who worked for my father
and he often sat in the kitchen waiting his orderg | loved him to death. He taught me how to
ride a bicycle, he taught me how to shoot a gurd,Ao | ran in the kitchen at age seven and |
jumped in his lap and | kissed him on the mouthllViie sat there and then he tried to explain to
me that | couldn't do this. He tried to say, "Yaun't kiss black folks." It just puzzled me.

Ellis: Did you ever ask your parents about that?
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Dauterive: My parents. When | was 16, | went offtdane to college, and the world became
much, much larger and | came back and | had thertignto tell my grandfather that it was
possible for a black person to be as smart as whrson. Now that was also crossing the line.
He knew that they were inferior, he knew that th@re servants, he knew that they were
ignorant and dirty and diseased and everythingveie not happy.

Ellis: Henry Dauterive is a tall, silver-haired maith a genteel, patrician manner. In the 1960s,
he used his position as aprominent New Iberia &wg try to get a black school principal in the

local Kiwanis club. He tried to bring blacks andites together in the Catholic Church. But
Henry makes it clear that he never crossed the toevery far.

Dauterive: | don't want to sound as though | wemething really good. Because | recognized
this and perhaps cared a little bit more, but iswaly a little bit more.

Ellis: When some whites look back on the Jim Craaviqud, they often describe blacks as
apathetic, as not being interested in furtherimgtbelves or getting a better education.

Dauterive: It is an attitude that the whites hdvat the black is inferior. | am not at all surettha
they're wrong. Today even. I'm not at all surdalt, | tend in that direction to think it, because
I've watched it now with interest for so many years

Ellis: Henry says that a lifetime of observing lsicas legal clients and employees, has
convinced him he was naive at 16 to think blackpgeoould be as smart as whites. As Henry
sees it, blacks are inherently less intelligent lasd motivated than whites. This is precisely the
same view of African Americans that his parentsegation used to justify Jim Crow.

Music: Guitar blues

Ellis: I interviewed nearly 50 older white peoprethe parish. Most of them think like Henry
Dauterive and Leonard Barrow: they recognize thestice of Jim Crow but feel no particular
remorse. It's just the way it was, they say. Onather hand, Deanne and Smitty Landry say they
do regret being so oblivious to the hardship bldeksd.

Smitty Landry: | think that when we were growingwe did have the attitude that they are
happy, they are getting along, and you know whyukhwe care about them or sense the
injustice and uh unfairness.

Deanne Landry: No one ever ran over with a casserol

S. Landry: In the way that they were treated.

D. Landry: My regret is the sort that when they avat home at night after they worked for
mother, | didn't care if they had heat | didn'tecéuithey had food, that was not at all on my mind.
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S. Landry: We didn't think about that.

D. Landry: Did they have clothes? No.

Ellis: Virtually all older whites | spoke to agréeat Jim Crow is dead and gone. Racism may not
have vanished, but it no longer hold blacks dowsytsay. The Landry's add that people who
call attention to past discrimination are just prging the problem.

S. Landry: | draw the line in the belief that weall not look at the past and create a sense of
paranoia over what has happened | think that téekbl

D. Landry: We have to go on.

S. Landry: | think that we should you know put thehind us and then say "Okay, you are what
you make of yourself now, you're given we have miyeu all the opportunities you can have, do
not belabor the question of what happened in tisg pad how bad it is and we should give you
things." | think that is a psychologically defeaiattitude.

D. Landry: Itis, it is.
S. Landry: It will hold that whole race black if yd&eep back.
D. Landry: It didn't happen to them actually it paped to their ancestors.

S. Landry: You need retribution because of allag twell | don't think that that's, that's healthy

Ellis: The Landry's admonish blacks not to dwelltba past, yet many white southerners dwell
on their past, especially their Confederate angeSimme are nostalgic about family fortunes lost
during the civil war. Leonard Barrow, for one, sdesnever got a chance to enjoy the comforts
of being from the plantation gentry.

Barrow: | didn't inherit enough to buy my wife'sdSmobile when my folks finally died, but my
grandparents' grandparents had three plantatiogrsoovthe Mississippi river. | don't know how
many slaves they had. They were awful nice, yowmkpou'd go hunting, "Boy, clean those
ducks", you know "Skin that deer" uh, "Shine my ehd' | believe | could have gone for that.
Yeah | think you could have too.

Ellis: During my year in Iberia Parish, | also sgdk a lot of older African Americans about Jim
Crow. One man often wept as he recalled the dayshwihite people called him "boy" even
though he was a grown man. Memories of Jim Crovwshaep as ever among older blacks. In
fact, some don't see Jim Crow as dead at all. Thidyme that many whites in Iberia Parish still
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view blacks as inferior and that modern-day radsa direct legacy of Jim Crow. For many of
the whites | talked to, that legacy doesn't edistey say Jim Crow ended 40 years ago and is
better off forgotten.

Amos: Kate Ellis is an anthropologist from Bost8&he's completing a book on how blacks and
whites recollect the Jim Crow years in south Launai "Remembering Jim Crow" was written
and produced by Stephen Smith. Coordinating Pradbasha Aslanian. Project directors Nancy
Fushan and Matt Weiland. Production support froep8anie Curtis, Rachel Miller, Seth Lind
and Tina Tennesen. The editor was Deborah GeolgeeXecutive producer for American
RadioWorks is Bill Buzenberg. I'm Deborah Amos. tiembering Jim Crow" is based, in part,
on the oral history project, "Behind the Veil: Dawseanting African American Life in the Jim
Crow South." Additional recordings by American Raiorks. "Behind the Vell" is a project of
The Center for Documentary Studies at Duke UniterBiirectors of "Behind the Veil" are
Duke University historians, Wiliam Chafe, RaymoBdvins, and Robert Korstad. Research
assistance for this program was provided by Kebigerts, Paul Ortiz and Iris Tillman-Hill.
Consultants included Darlene Clark Hine, Leon Litiwand Kenneth Warren. Funding was
provided in part by a grant from the national endent for the humanities. M ajor funding for
American RadioWorks comes from the Corporationdablic Broadcasting. To learn more

about segregation in America and to order tape¢kisfprogram, visit our website at American
RadioWorks-dot-org. This documentary is also abé#lan a book and CD set titled

"Remembering Jim Crow" published by the New Prégserican RadioWorks is the
documentary project of Minnesota Public Radio aftR\NNews.

Guitar blues
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